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SECTION 2 - UPDATES  
 

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS 
  

  

  
  

  

  

 01. In the “Table 2.1-  Matrix Release of Class Document” , entry of the first 
column, fourth (4th) row from top, the misspelled ‘Instruction’  is 
corrected. 

 
1.7 TRANSPARENCY OF CLASS INFORMATION 

 

1.7.1 SCM documents giving information to the interested parties may be released in accordance with the 

matrix release specified in Table 2.1 

 
Table 2.1-  Matrix Release of Class Document 

Types of Information Owner 
Flag 

state 

Port 

State 
Insurance* Shipyard 

SCM Rules for Ships Operation and New building 1 1 1 1 1 

Guidelines to Surveyors 1 1   1 

Instruction to Surveyors 1 1   1 

SCM Quality Manual 1 1 1 1 1 

SCM Vessel Register Book 1 1 1 1 1 

Class Approved Drawings 6,7**** 1   7 

Drawing Approval Letter 1,7****    7 

Certificates of Main Equipment 2    7 

Date of all class surveys (month and year) 7 1 1 1  

Expiry dates of class certificate 7 7** 1 1  

Class certificates/reports 7 1 6 5  

Overdue class surveys 7 7** 1 1  

Text of condition of class/recommendation 7 1 1 5  

Text of overdue condition of class/recommendation 7 1 1 1  

Due dates of statutory surveys 7 7** 1 1  

Expiry dates of statutory certificates 7 7** 1 1  

Text of recommendation related to statutory 7 7** 1 5***  

Text of overdue recommendation related to statutory 7 7** 1 1***  

SIRIM external quality audit 4 4 4 4  

Class entry reporting 7 7 1 7  

Class suspension and withdrawal statement 7 7 1 1  

Correspondence file with yard and/or owner 6 6  5,6  
 

* Insurance Company, P & I clubs and Hull Underwriters 

** If stated in Agreement. 

*** Unless prevented by the agreement with the flag State. 

**** For existing ships 

KEY:  
1. Available upon request. 

2. At delivery of the ship by Shipyard. 

3. Available under visit on board. 
4. Result of audit available on request. 

5. When accepted by Owners - or through special clause in insurance contract. 
6. When accepted by Owner (Master) or Shipyard as applicable. 

7. Automatically available. 

 

  



 SCMCLASSRULES 

Rules for Ships In Operation and Newbuilding, ver. 2013  

Volume 1/Part 1/Chapter 1/Section 2 

Supplement 2016 (1) & 2015 (1) 

Page 2-2 
                                 

Copyright of Ships Classification Malaysia 

 02. In paragraph “2.2 CLASS CHARACTER FOR HULL AND ANCHORING 

EQUIPMENT” , is changed to “2.2 CLASS CHARACTER FOR HULL” only.  
 

2.2       CLASS CHARACTER FOR HULL.  

 

 

 03. In paragraph “ 2.2.1 Characters of class for Hull and Anchoring Equipment are 1A and 

2A.”  , is changed to “ 2.2.1 Characters of class for Hull are 1A and 2A.”  only.  
 
2.2.1      Characters of class for Hull are 1A and 2A. 

 

 

 04. The existing paragraph 2.2.1.1 is replaced by the following:  
  

2.2.1.1 1A character of class will be assigned for ship’s hull construction which fully complies with the 

requirements of SCM Rules or other Society’s Rules or standards, which are considered as being 

equivalent. It indicates maintenance condition and survey cycle of the ship’s hull for a period of 5 years. 

 

 

 05. The existing paragraph  2.2.1.2 is replaced by the following:  
 

2.2.1.2 2A character of class will be assigned for a ship’s hull construction which does not fully comply to or 

no longer fully complies with SCM Rules or other Society’s Rules or standards which are considered as 

being equivalent. However constructional safety and seaworthiness are considered sufficient for the 

intended purpose of use. It indicates maintenance condition and survey cycles of the ship’s hull for a 

period of 4 years. 

 

 

 06. The paragraph in  2.2.2  is deleted. See also paragraph  2.4  .  
 

2.2.2 For ship without anchoring equipment (see Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.31) the notation “without anchor 

equipment” will be entered in the appendix to Classification Certificate.(deleted) 

 

 

 07. New paragraph “2.4 CLASS CHARACTER FOR ANCHORING EQUIPMENT 

NOTATION” is added after paragraph in  2.3.2  .  
 
2.4        CLASS CHARACTER FOR ANCHORING EQUIPMENT NOTATION.  

 

 

 08. New paragraph “2.4.1 Characters of class for Anchoring Equipment are (I) , (II)  

AND (-)  ” is added.  
 

2.4.1      Characters of class for Anchoring Equipment are (I) , (II)  and  (-)  . 
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 09. New paragraph 2.4.1.1   is added.  
  

2.4.1.1 (I)  character of class will be assigned for ship’s anchoring equipment (i.e. winch, anchors, chains and 

cables) which is fully complied with the requirements of Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.18 .  

 

 

 10. New paragraph 2.4.1.2   is added.  
 

2.4.1.2 (II)  character of class will be assigned for ship’s anchoring equipment which do not fully comply with 

the requirements of Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.18 . 

 

 

 11. New paragraph 2.4.2   is added.  
 

2.4.2 (-)  character of class will be assigned for ship without anchoring equipment (see Rules 

Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.31) and the notation “without anchor equipment” will be entered in the “Appendix 

to Classification Certificate”. 

 

 

 12. The contents in the “Table 2.6 - Ship Type Notation”    is updated and 
revised to the following contents and layout.  

 

Table 2.6 - Ship Type Notation 

 Ship Type Notation Descriptions/Application 
.1 ANCHOR HANDLING TUG 

AND SUPPLY 

AHT/AHTS 

Tug boat intended for anchor handling/supply. 

.2 BARGE 

 

Non self propelled ship  
For self propelled barge notation “SELF PROPELLED” to be inserted before each type of 

notation. 
 � DECK CARGO BARGE � Barge for transport of cargo on deck, such as pipes, sand, stones, logs, containers, etc. 

 � OIL BARGE 

         FP>60°C   /    FP≤60°C 
� Barge intended for the carriage of oil product. 

 � CHEMICAL BARGE 

         TYPE  1  /   2   /   3 

� Barge intended for the carriage of chemical cargoes meeting the requirement of SCM 

rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.7 (Rules for Ship Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in bulk) 

 � PONTOON � For berthing facilities such as jetty, terminal, etc, installed at fixed location. 

 � WATER BARGE � Barge intended for the carriage of water 
 � SPLIT HOPPER BARGE � Barge intended to carry dredge materials, like rocks, sand, soil and rubbish, for dumping 

into the sea, a river or lake for land reclamation. 
 � WORK BARGE � Barge intended for special operation having equipment and facilities installed onto the 

deck such as crane, welding sets, generators, etc. 

.3 BULK CARRIER Ship intended exclusively for the carriage of non packed bulk cargoes meeting the 
requirements of SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.23. 

.4 CAR FERRY Ships intended for the transportation of motor vehicles and possibly passengers engage in 

ferry services 

.5 CHEMICAL TANKER  
 TYPE  1  /   2   /   3 

Ship intended for the carriage of chemical cargoes meeting the requirements of SCM rules 

Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.7 

.6 CONTAINER SHIP Ship intended exclusively for the carriage of containers and equipped  with appropriate 

container equipment and facilities 

.7 CREW BOAT Ship intended for carriage of special personnel such as workers on offshore installations, 

which partly complies to the IMO SPS Code and Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch. 2/Sec.29. 

.8 DREDGER Non Propelled vessel/ship intended for dredging operation meeting the requirements of SCM 

rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.23. 

 � SELF PROPELLED DREDGER � Vessel/ship intended for dredging operation equipped with propulsion system 

.9 FISHING VESSEL Ship intended for the catch and carriage of fish meeting the requirement SCM rules 

Vol.1/Pt.8. 

.10 FLOATING DOCK Unit designated as floating dock meeting the requirement SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.7 

.11 FLOATING VESSEL Ship intended for special operation having facilities: 
 � HOTEL � To be used as floating hotel. 
 � ACCOMMODATION BARGE � To be used as an accommodation for industrial (offshore) personnel. 

 � RESTAURANT � To be used as restaurant. 
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Table 2.6 - Ship Type Notation (Continued) 
.12 GENERAL CARGO SHIP  Ship intended exclusively for carriage of non-containerized general cargo. 

.13 GAS TANKER 
LPG  /   LNG 

Ship intended exclusively for carriage of LPG/LNG or other product meeting the requirements 
of SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.8 (Rules for Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases In Bulk). 

.14 GOVERNMENT SERVICE  Unit designated usage for use by the subsidiary of a government, mainly to those operated / 

chartered by the military and/or enforcement agencies. 

.15 HIGH SPEED CRAFT Ship meeting fully the requirements of SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.2 and IMO HSC Code  

� HSCARGO � High speed craft specially designed for carriage of cargoes operating less than 8 hours 
� HSCA � High speed craft specially designed for carrying up to 450 passengers operating at max 4 

hours 
� HSCB � High speed craft specially designed for carrying above 450 passengers operating at max. 

4 hours. 

.16 HIGH SPEED VESSEL Ship which are partly complied with SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.2 and not intended to comply with 

IMO HSC-Code. 
 � HSV � High speed vessel specially designed for carrying up to 450 passengers at max 4 hours 
 � HSVD � Dynamically Supported Craft which are complied with SCM Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2 

(Design & Construction of Hull Structures & Equipments), Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.3 and 

Ch.4  (Machinery and Electrical) and partly complied to IMO DSC Code 
 � HSVHC � Ship which are partly complied with SCM Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch. 2  

.17 LANDING CRAFT Ship equipped with landing facility for use in places with insufficient port facilities. 

.18 LAUNCH  Vessel intended for the service/ operation in ports, roadsteads, bays and generally calm 

stretches or waters, maximum allowable wind force at 4 Beaufort Scale. 

 � SEAGOING � Maximum allowable wind force is at 6 Beaufort Scale 

.19 MULTI PURPOSE DRY 

CARGO SHIP 

Ship intended for the carriage of general and bulk cargoes. 

.20 OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSEL Ship intended for offshore supplying operation complies with SCM rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/ 

Sec.34 and the IMO OSV Code . 

 � SUPPLY VESSEL (BASIC) � Offshore service vessel or ship which partly complies with the IMO OSV Code . 

.21 PRODUCT TANKER 
FP>60°C   /    FP≤60°C 

Ship intended for the transportation of refined oil product with flash point above 60°C /  
below or equal 60°C 

.22 OIL TANKER 
FP>60°C   /    FP≤60°C 

Ship intended for the carriage of crude oil or refined product with flash point above 60°C /  

below or equal 60°C  

.23 PASSENGER SHIP Ship intended for the carriage of more than 12 passengers in accordance with requirements 
of SOLAS 1974 as amended. 

.24 RESEARCH VESSEL Ship intended for use of sea research operation e.g. hydrographic survey 

.25 RORO SHIP Ships equipped with ramp and possibly shell door and strengthened in accordance with the 
SCM Construction Rules to enable motor vehicles to enter and leave.  

.26 SPECIAL PURPOSE SHIP Ships by reason of its function carrying more than 12 special personnel including passengers, 

e.g. ships engaged in research, training and drilling as well as Fish factory ships, which 

complies with the IMO SPS Code and Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch. 2/Sec.29. 

.27 TUG Ship intended for use and assist in tugging operation (short term towing). 

 � TOWING � Towing facility and stability is certified and approved for towing operations. See also 

Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch. 2/Sec.27 

 � PUSHING � Pushing facility and stability is certified and approved for pushing operations. 
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 13. The contents in the “Table 2.8 – Additional Service Notation”    is updated and 
revised to the following contents and layout.  

 
Table 2.8 - Additional Service Notation 

 Notation Descriptions 
.1 BIS Bottom In-Water Survey 

The ship’s hull and shafting system are specially prepared and equipped for carrying out bottom survey in floating 

condition. 

.2 BLK+ General cargo ship where the design of cargo holds has been specially approved to carry cargoes in bulk. 

.3 CHS Continuous Hull Survey 

The ships (except ship with class notation ESP) hull and structure are surveyed based on continuous hull survey 

scheme as specified in Sec. 3, 2.1.3.6 

.4 CON+ General cargo ship carrying containers occasionally or as part of cargo only and equipped with the appropriate 

facilities. 

.5 ERS The ship’s is registered with SCM for Emergency Response Services as per requirements of MARPOL. 

.6 ES 

1/2/3/4 

Ship and machinery installations, which comply with the requirements of the Construction Rules relating to 

strengthening for navigation in ice in accordance to Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.2/Sec.15 

.7 EXP Ships that have been built in accordance to local building standards for which sufficient experience has been the 

major contributor to the vessels design, construction, machinery arrangement and electrical installations. The 

acceptance of such a design would allow for deviations from SCM Classrules by which they are to operate only in 
domestic waters, within 10 nautical miles from land, up to the age of 15 years. 

.8 DS The ship’s proof of subdivision and Damage Stability is ascertained by calculation for each compartment or group 

of compartments in accordance to characterizing proof of damage stability according to the applicable IMO/ National 

Codes summarized in  Table 2.9 

.9 ESP  

 

Enhanced Survey Program 

The ship’s hull (cargo area)  and piping in way of cargo areas are surveyed according to an enhanced survey program 

applicable for oil/product tanker, chemical tankers and bulk carrier above 500GT. 

.10 Freeboard 

…m 

The ships’ hull is dimensioned for a draught of less then the maximum permissible draught according to ILLC. 

.11 CBM Condition Based Monitoring systems 

Survey arrangement based on annual audits of condition monitoring as specified in Sec. 3, 2.1.3.8 

.12 CMS Continuous Machinery System 

The ships machinery equipment, components or parts are surveyed based on continuous machinery scheme as 

specified in Sec. 3, 2.1.3.6. 

.13 ER0 Unmanned and/centralized control of Machinery Space  
The machinery installation is fitted with equipment where it does not require attendances for 24 hrs. 

 � ERn               � The machinery installation is fitted with equipment where it does not require attendances for n hrs. 

 � ERC � The machinery installation is fitted with a permanently attended machinery control room for centralized 

control, remote control of the propulsion plant from the bridge or facilities for the vessel manoeuvring. 

.14 PMS Planned Maintenance System 

Survey arrangement based on annual audits of the PMS onboard as specified in Sec. 3, 2.1.3.7 

.15 TMS  Tailshaft Modified Survey 

The shafting system specially designed and arranged for prolongation of withdrawal of tailshaft up to max 10 years. 

.16 DPS Dynamic Positioning System 
The ship’s is specially designed and equipped for maintaining her dynamic positioning according to the SCM Rules 

Vol.1/Pt.9 . 

 � DPS1 � Non redundant 

 � DPS2             � Redundant 

 � DPS3  � Redundant, separate compartments. 

.17 FIFI 1/ 2/ 3 

 

Installations which comply with the SCM rules for fire-fighting ships depending on the size and purpose of the 

equipment provided according to the SCM Rules Vol.1/Pt.10 . 

.18 INERT Ships equipped with inert gas systems according to the SCM Rules or where the construction is considered to be 

equivalent. 

.20 REFER+ Ship which is specially designed suitable for the carriage of refrigerated containers fully or partly. 

.21 RIN Ship equipped with Refrigeration Installation complying according to the SCM Rules Vol.1/Pt.1/Ch.6 

 
 

End of V1P1C1 Section 2 - Updates 
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SECTION 4 - UPDATES 
 

SURVEY REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL SHIP TYPES 

AND ADDITIONAL CLASS NOTATIONS 
  

  

  

  

  

  

 01. In the paragraph 1.3.6 , reference to Section 3, 2.1.5.7 , is being corrected 
to actually referring to paragraph 9.2. 

 

1.3.6 Inert gas systems 

 

 The survey is to be carried out according to SCM survey programme, see Section 3, 2.1.5.7 ., 9.2  . 

 

 

 02. In the paragraph 2.3.6 , “INERT 4”  is deleted 
 

2.3.6 Inert gas systems 

 

For ships with the class notation INERT, a survey according to SCM programme INERT 4 is to be carried 

out. 

 

 

 03. In the paragraph 3.3.6 , “INERT 4”  is deleted 
 

3.3.6 Inert gas system 

 

 The inert gas installation is to be tested in accordance with SCM programme INERT 4. 

 

 

 04. In the paragraph 9.1.1 , additional class notation entries is corrected 
as follows:   

 

9.1.1    The requirements of this Sub-Section apply to ships which have been assigned one or more of the 

following ADDITIONAL CLASS NOTATIONS for Hull, Machinery including Electrical 

Installations and/or Special Equipments: 

 

� INERT 

� BIS 

� CONTAINERSHIP  or  CON + 

� PASSENGER SHIP 

� REFR  REFER + 

� OT ,  OT-nh  or  RC  ER0, ERn  or ERC 

� FF1 , FF2 or  FF3  FIFI1 , FIFI2 or  FIFI3  

� DPS1 , DPS2  or  DPS3 

� DI , IS or IS SWDS 

� NAV-O or NAV-OC 

� TS Complete, TS Alternative or TMS 
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 05. In paragraph 9.2 , the word  “(INERT)” is included at the end. 
 

9.2 Inert gas system (INERT) 

 

 

 06. In paragraph 9.2.1 , the word  “INERT” is made bold. 
 

9.2.1     Inert gas installations of cargo tank area of tankers are to be checked annually as to their operability. 

Tankers with class notation INERT are to be surveyed in accordance with SCM programme at intervals 

of nominally 2.5 years, preferably on the occasion of each Class Renewal and Intermediate Survey, see 1 

to 3 .   

 

 

 07. In paragraph 9.3 , the word  “(BIS)” is included. 
 

9.3 Bottom In Water Survey (BIS) 

 

 

 08. In paragraph 9.3.1 , the word  “a Bottom” is included before the word 
“In-water Survey…” . 

 

9.3.1      For ships assigned with class notation BIS, an a Bottom In-water Survey performed with the assistance 

of an  approved diving firm may be recognized  as a substitute for every second periodical dry-docking 

survey , see Section 3, 3.1.7  . 

 

 

 09. In paragraph 9.3.2 , the word  “ Bottom” is included before the word “In-

water Survey…” . 
 

9.3.2 The Bottom In-water Survey is to provide the information normally obtained from docking survey. 

Special consideration  shall be  given  to ascertaining  rudder bearing clearances  and  stern bush clearances  

of oil stern bearing  based on review of  the  operating  history, on board testing and stern oil sample 

reports. These consideration  are to be included  in the proposals  for  In-water Survey which are to be  

submitted  in advance  of the survey  so that satisfactory arrangements can be  agreed with  SCM. 

 

 

 10. In paragraph 9.3 , the word  “a Bottom” is included before the word “In-

water Survey…” , “provided technical requirements are full filled” is included 
before the word “with the assistance  of an approved diving firm.” 

 

9.3.3     On request of the owner, an a Bottom In-water Survey  in lieu of  every second  periodical  dry-docking 

survey  may  also be carried out  for  ships without the Class Notation  BIS, provided technical 

requirements are full filled with the assistance  of an approved diving firm. The final permission will be 

given by SCM Head Office. 
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 11. The paragraph heading  “9.3.4     Passenger Ship with notation BIS” , is 
introduced.   
The rest of the paragraph contents is converted to 9.3.4.1 and 9.3.4.2 .  

 

9.3.4 Passenger Ship with notation BIS 

 In general, bottom survey for sea going ships with accommodation for more than 12 passengers shall be 

carried out in dry-docks. The final permission for substitution with In-water Survey is subject to SCM 

Head Office approval and is valid for one substitution only. More extensive Flag State Requirements 

regarding the substitution of the bottom survey in dry-dock shall be observed, see Section 3, 2.1.6.4 and 

Section 3, 3.1.1.1.3  . 

 

 

 

 12. New paragraph   9.3.4.1 , is introduced, which partly replaced 
previously (paragraph) numbered at 9.3.4 .   

 

9.3.4.1 In general, bottom survey for sea going ships with accommodation for more than 12 passengers shall be 

carried out in dry-docks. For vessel having the Class Notation BIS, the inspection of the outside of the 

ship’s bottom are to be carried out in dry-dock at least twice in any 5 year period. The interval between 

bottom inspections shall not exceed 36 months. The remaining yearly inspection of the ship’s bottom may 

be carried out in-water by an approved diving company provided that the vessel has not sustained any 

grounding or contact damage since the previous inspection. For vessel less than 15 years of age and having 

the Class Notation BIS, the first dry-docking may be substituted by a Bottom In-water Survey as well. 

 

 

 13. New paragraph   9.3.4.2, is introduced, which partly replaced 
previously (paragraph) numbered at 9.3.4 .   

 

9.3.4.2 The final permission for substitution with a Bottom In-water Survey is subject to SCM Head Office 

approval and is valid for one substitution only. More extensive Flag State Requirements regarding the 

substitution of the bottom survey in dry-dock shall be observed, see Section 3, 2.1.6.4 and Section 3, 

3.1.1.1.3  . 

 

 

 14. In paragraph 9.4 , the word  “ Con” is turned to appear as all Capital 
(CON). 

  

9.4 Containership or  Con CON +  

 

 

 15. In paragraph 9.4 , the word  “Passenger Ship” is turned to appear as all 
Capital (PASSENGER SHIP). 

 

9.5 Passenger Ship PASSENGER SHIP 

 

 

 16. In paragraph 9.6 , the word  “ Refr+ ” is turned as all REFER+ ). 

 

9.6 Refr +  REFER+ 
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 17. In paragraph 9.6.1 , the word  “ Refr+ ” is changed to “REFER+” . 
 

9.6.1   Refrigerating installations of ships with Additional Class Notation REFR + REFER+ are subjected to 

survey requirements as detailed in 8 . 

 

 

 18. In paragraph 9.8 , the word  “OT , OT-nh  or  RC” is changed and 
corrected to   “ ER0,  ERn  or  ERC” . 

 

9.8 OT , OT-nh  or  RC ER0,  ERn  or  ERC 

 

 

 19. In paragraph 9.8.1 , the word  “OT , OT-nh  or  RC” is changed and 
corrected to   “ ER0,  ERn  or  ERC” . 

 

9.8.1   Machinery with Additional Class Notation OT, OT-nh or RC  ER0,  ERn  or  ERC is to inspected in 

accordance with SCM approved program during Annual- Intermediate- or Class Renewal Surveys. 

 

 

 20. In paragraph 9.9  , the word  “FF 1  ,FF 2  or FF 3” is changed and 
corrected to   “FIFI 1  , FIFI 2  or  FIFI 3” . 

 

9.9 FF 1  ,FF 2  or FF 3  FIFI 1  ,FIFI 2  or  FIFI 3 

 
 

 21. In paragraph 9.9.2  , the word  “FF 1  ,FF 2  or FF 3” is changed and 
corrected to   “FIFI 1  ,FIFI 2  or FIFI 3” . 

 

9.9.2 The fire fighting and life-saving equipment aboard ships with notations FF 1, FF 2 or FF 3  FIFI 1  ,  

 FIFI 2  or FIFI 3 affixed to their character of classification for the machinery installation are to be 

inspected and tested. 

 

 

 22. In paragraph 9.11 , the word  “ IS” is changed and corrected to   
“SWDS” . 

 

9.11 DI, IS or IS  SWDS 

 

 

 23. In paragraph 9.11.1 , the misspelled word  “programmse” is corrected, 

 

9.11.1   Special equipments  i.e  Diving Installation, Incinerator System and Sea Water Desalination System of 

ships with  Additional Class Notation  DI , IS  or SWDS  are to be subjected to  periodical surveys  and  

tests  in accordance with  the respective programmse programme fixed or to be fixed  by SCM. 
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