
 

 

 

 

                    
TC No : 013/2019 

15 NOVEMBER 2019 

TO SHIP OWNER/SHIP MANAGER/INTERESTED PARTIES 
 

GUIDELINES FOR CONSISTANCE IMPLEMENTATION OF 0.5% SULPHUR LIMIT UNDER  
MARPOL ANNEX VI 
 

 

 
MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 14.1.3  through  Resolution MEPC.280 (70), has implemented  the sulphur 
content of any liquid fuel used on board the ship outside Emission Control Areas (ECAs) shall not exceed 
0.5% m/m effective on or after 1 January 2020. 
 
From 1 January 2020, all ships which the regulations applies are required to use liquid fuel oil with sulphur 
contents of  0.5 m/m or lower when operating outside ECAs areas unless the ship is fitted with equivalent 
means of compliance like Exhaust Gas Cleaning System (EGCS). Alternatively Liquefied Nitrogen Gas 
(LNG) may be used. 
 
A ship if operating within an Emission Control Area, as per MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 14.4  the sulphur 
content of liquid fuel oil use on board that ship shall not exceed 0.10% m/m. 
 
In-line with the above requirement, Resolution MEPC.305 (73) has been implement to  prohibits  the 
carriage of non-compliant liquid fuel oil  use for combustion purposes for propulsion or operation on 
board a ship effective on or after 1 March 2020.  
 
The Supplement to International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate was revised through Resolution 
MEPC.305 (73). In this case Ship Classification Malaysia (SCM) will issue a revised supplement after the 
vessel has started using compliance fuel and the non-compliance fuel has been removed from the ship 
except in cases equivalent arrangement if fitted. 
 
Ships Classification Malaysia (SCM) will issue revised Supplement to International Air Pollution Prevention 
Certificate in following condition. 
 

1. On-board issuance after verification of vessel has started using compliance fuel and the non-
compliance fuel has been removed from the ship during annual, periodical, intermediate or 
renewal survey. 
 

2. Issuance from SCM office if (1) is not practicable provided owner has submitted sufficient 
documented evidence that vessel has started using compliance fuel and the non-compliance 
fuel has been removed from the ship. In this regards, as minimum the owner is requested to 
submit followings; 

 
a. Bunker Delivery Receipt (BDR) indicating the sulphur contents for previous three bunkering. 

 
b. Attestation that cleaning of bunker tanks, pipelines, filters and etc., has been carried out 

during the change-over process from non-compliant liquid fuel to compliant liquid fuel. 
 

c. A ship specific implementation plan for transition usage of non-compliance liquid oil fuel to 
compliance liquid fuel, if applicable. 

 
d. Attestation or similar documented evidence if EGCS was fitted on-board. 

 
The issuance of revised Supplement to International Air Pollution Prevention Certificate will begin starting 
from 01 January 2020, thus vessel owner are requested to plan whether to opt for option 1 or option 2 
and notify SCM accordingly. 
 
 

 



 
 
Instruction to Ship Owner 
 

 Shipping companies are advice to develop a ship specific implementation plan for transition 
usage of non-compliance liquid oil fuel to compliance fuel taking into consideration of 
guidelines in MEPC.1/Circular 878 - Appendix 1. The implementation plan is not mandatory 
requirement, however Port State Control authorities may consider the ship implementation plan 
as evidence of due diligence by the ship owner when verifying compliance with 0.5% m/m 
sulphur limit requirement. 

 
 All vessel to start using compliance fuel prior 1 January 2020 unless fitted with EGCS 

 
 Cleaning of bunker tanks, pipelines, filters and etc., may be considered to prevent compatibility 

issues during change-over process as Port State Control Inspectors may verify compliance 
through sampling and testing if required. Please be advised that any modification in the fuel oil 
system to be approved by Classification Society and any modification of the engines is to be 
approved by engine manufacturer. 
 

 Bunker Tank shall be clean prior loading of compliance fuel in order to remove the sediment and 
sludge. Option and method of tank cleaning can be reference in the attached document – 
Appendix 3. 

 
 
 

 
 
References: 
 

1. MEPC.280 (70) – Effective date of implementation of fuel oil standard 
2. MEPC. 305 (73) – Prohibition of carriage non-compliance fuel on board. 
3. MEPC.1-Circular 878 – Guidelines on development of ship implementation plan. 

 
 

  
 

 

 

For information, you may contact 
SCM Office  : 603-55138170, Fax : 603-55138086, Email : infohq@myscm.com.my 

 
Captain M. Prathaban 012 2997278 mprathaban@myscm.com.my 
Mohd Marby 012 6071147 marby@myscm.com.my 
Mohd Nor Sahat 012 2349521 mdnor@myscm.com.my 
Sosanto Yusup 013 3841229 sosanto@myscm.com.my 
Azhar man 019 2747726 azhar@myscm.com.my 

 






