
 

 

 

                     
TC No: 008/2022 

08 SEPTEMBER 2022 

TO SHIP OWNER/SHIP MANAGER/INTERESTED PARTIES 
 

The Outcome of IMO MEPC 78 
 

 
The seventy-eighth session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 78) was held 
from 06 to 10 June 2022. A summary of the discussions and the decisions taken at MEPC 78 is 
provided as below for your information. 
 
1.   Meeting highlights  
 

• Finalization of guidelines for the EEXI, CII and SEEMP. 
• Consideration of revisions to the IMO GHG Strategy and future technical and market-

based measures. 
• Approval of a new sulphur emission control area (SECA) expected to take effect from 01 July 

2025, subject to final adoption at MEPC 79 in December 2022. 
• Extension of the ballast water experience building phase. 

 
2.  The MEPC 78 adopted amendments to the following IMO instruments:  
 

1. Watertight doors on cargo ships 
 

Amendments to MARPOL Annex I and IBC Code to align with the requirements 
on the  condition of watertight doors specified in SOLAS were adopted. (Refer to 
Res. MEPC.343(78) and Res. MEPC.345(78)). 
Entry into force: 01 January 2024 (MARPOL Annex I) 01 July 2024 (IBC Code). 

 
2. GESAMP Hazard Evaluation Procedure 

 
Amendments to appendix I of MARPOL Annex II related to the abbreviated legend of 
the revised GESAMP Hazard Evaluation Procedure were adopted. (Refer to Res. 
MEPC.344(78)) . 
Entry into force: 01 November 2023. 

 
3.  Air pollution 
 

 Reduction of GHG emissions 
 
 Technical guidelines for the EEXI, CII and SEEMP 
 
 MEPC 78 finalized guidelines related to the EEXI, CII and SEEMP. With these guidelines 
adopted, the EEXI, CII and SEEMP are ready for implementation. The EEXI technical file needs 
to be approved before the first annual, intermediate or renewal IAPP survey or the initial IEE 
survey on or after 01 January 2023. The SEEMP Part III needs to be approved and on board by 
01 January 2023. The first reporting of the CII based on 2023 data is due no later than 31 March 
2024. 
 

 

 



 
The following is a short summary of the main discussions and changes: 
 
• EEXI guidelines: Included option for in-service performance measurements. 
• CII calculation guidelines (G1): The capacity parameter for ro-ro cargo ships was changed 

to gross tons. 
• CII reference lines guidelines (G2): Reference lines for ro-ro cargo ships and ro-ro cargo 

(vehicle) ships were updated; the reference line for ro-ro passenger ships was split in two, 
with a separate line for high-speed craft (HSC) and an updated line for ro-ro passenger 
ships excluding HSC. 

• CII rating guidelines (G4): Updates to the rating thresholds for the ship types with updated 
reference lines. 

• Interim CII correction factor and voyage adjustment guidelines (G5): New guideline which 
includes correction factors and voyage adjustments for various ship types and 
circumstances. There was an extensive discussion on which corrections and adjustments 
to include. Corrections for adverse weather and extensive port and waiting time were not 
included at this stage and will need to be raised at the review in 2025. 

• DCS verification guidelines: Provisions for verification of the CII as part of the fuel data 
collection system (DCS) reporting. 

• SEEMP guidelines: Updated to include guidance on developing and verifying the SEEMP 
Part III (ship operational carbon intensity plan). There were minor adjustments to other 
parts of the guidelines. 

• Port State Control guidelines: MEPC 78 requested the sub-committee on Implementation 
of IMO Instruments (III 8) (July 2022) to consider if failing to implement the implementation 
plan in SEEMP Part III is a detainable deficiency. 

 
Exhaust Gas Cleaning Systems (EGCS) 
 
Guidelines for risk and impact assessment of the discharge water from EGCS were approved. 
The guidelines provide information on the recommended methodology for risk and impact 
assessment that member states should follow when considering local or regional regulations 
concerning EGCS discharge water. 
 
Guidance regarding the delivery of EGCS residues to port reception facilities was approved. 
These best practises are intended to assist both ship operators and port states in assuring the 
proper management and disposal of EGCS residues and stored discharge water form EGCS 
into port reception facilities. 
 
Reporting of flashpoint in the Bunker Delivery Note (BDN) 
 
Following the approval of amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2 by MSC 105 in relation to the 
flashpoint of oil fuel, amendments to Appendix V of MARPOL Annex VI (Information to be 
included in the BDN) were approved subject to adoption at MEPC 79. The following new item 
has been added to the BDN: “Flashpoint (°C) or a statement that flashpoint has been measured 
at or above 70°C”. 
 
Unified interpretations 
 
MEPC approved a unified interpretation of Regulation 18.3 of MARPOL Annex VI with regard to 
the use of biofuels. The amendment clarifies that fuels with a biofuel content up to 30% in 
principle fall under the definition of marine fuel oil derived from petroleum refining (Regulation 
18.3.1) and no further NOx testing is required. For fuels with a biofuel content of more than 30%, 
it needs to be verified that the engine is not altered beyond the approved parts and settings of 
the NOx Technical File (Regulation 18.3.2) in order to not require NOx testing. 
 
MEPC 78 also approved a unified interpretation of Paragraph 4.4.6.1 of the NOx Technical Code 
2008, clarifying the process for on-board testing, definitions of the engine family concept for 
engines with Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) systems, and interpreting requirements for 
parent engine NOx tests. 

 



 
4. Identification and protection of special areas, ECAs and PSSAs 
 

MEPC 78 considered and approved a proposal for a Sulphur Emission Control Area (SECA) to 
be established in the Mediterranean Sea. The proposal is subject for adoption at MEPC 79 in 
December of this year, and is expected to take effect from 01 July 2025. The requirement will 
be the same as for other SECAs, mandating the use of fuel oil with a sulphur content of 0.10% 
or of an EGCS. 

 
5. Harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water 
 

Experience building phase (EBP) 
 
The EBP for the Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention was extended with a proposal 
to complete the EBP by autumn 2026. The non-penalization of early-movers provision is 
applicable for the duration of the EBP. A convention review plan will be prepared by a 
correspondence group reporting to MEPC 80 in July 2023, including the prioritized topics: 
• Challenging uptake water quality for BWM systems. 
• Areas for improving BWM system performance and reliability, including crew training and 

maintenance. 
• The potential to verify BWM system performance outside of Port State Control. 

 
Ports with challenging water quality (PCWQ) 
 
There was an exchange of views regarding operation in PCWQ with respect to: 
• Challenging water quality identification (e.g. BWM systems not able to operate due to 

challenging water quality). 
• Aspects of ballast water exchange plus treatment (BWE + BWT) (e.g. port/coastal state 

authorities determine where ballast water exchange could take place). 
• Whether operation in PCWQ and subsequent BWE + BWT can be considered as a 

contingency measure or are part of anticipated operation which should be approved in the 
BWM Plan. 

 
Further discussions will take place at MEPC 79 in December 2022 if proposals are submitted. 
 
Guidance on modifications to BWMS using active substances 
 
Guidelines for re-evaluations when modifications are made to a BWM system using active 
substances was adopted. Re-evaluations by GESAMP are applicable to modifications which 
could influence the outcome of the risk assessment for the environment, human health or ship 
safety (e.g. removal of filter or increased dose). 
 
International Ballast Water Management Certificate (IBWMC) 
 
MEPC approved a unified interpretation of Appendix I to the BWM Convention (form of the 
IBWMC). It clarifies how to issue certificates for other approaches to BWM, especially with 
respect to ships occasionally engaged in an international voyage, ships exempted due to 
voyages between specific ports or locations, and for ships with “other approach” in accordance 
with Regulations A-4, A-5, B-3.6 or B- 3.7. 
 
Temporary storage of treated sewage and grey water in ballast tanks 
 
MEPC 78 discussed principles related to the temporary storage of treated sewage or grey water 
in ballast tanks. Ballast water discharges from ballast tanks used also for other purposes should 
be compliant with the BWM Convention, while other issues should be addressed in the context 
of MARPOL Annex IV. However, MEPC 78 did not confirm if temporary storage is acceptable in 
principle and deferred the matter to MEPC 79 in December 2022. 

 
 
 



 
6. Others 
 

Anti-fouling Systems (AFS) 
 
The AFS Convention entered into force in 2008 to prohibit the use of harmful organotin (TBT) in 
anti-fouling paints used on ships. At MEPC 76, amendments to the AFS Convention to prohibit 
the use of anti-fouling paints containing cybutryne were adopted. 
 
At this session, to reflect the prohibition of cybutryne, amendments to Guidelines for brief 
sampling of anti-fouling systems on ships, Guidelines for inspection of anti-fouling systems on 
ships and Guidelines for survey and certification of anti-fouling systems on ships were adopted. 
(Refer to Res. MEPC.356(78), Res. MEPC.357(78) and Res. MEPC.358(78). 
 
Marine plastic litter 
 
With a view to tackling the problem of plastics in the oceans, MARPOL Annex V prohibits 
discharge of plastics from vessels. However, it was often pointed out that this prohibition 
regulation was not effective and that some additional actions were needed at IMO level to reduce 
plastic pollution in the marine environment. To solve this problem, MEPC resolution on Strategy 
to Address Marine Plastic Litter from Ships was adopted at MEPC 77, which includes vision of 
aims to strengthen the international framework and compliance with the relevant IMO 
instruments, endeavoring to achieve zero plastic waste discharges to sea from ships by 2025. 
 
At this session, amendments to MARPOL Annex V were approved to expand the scope of 
Garbage Record Book, which is required to be provided for vessels of 400 tons or more, to 
vessels of 100 tons or more. These amendments will be adopted at next session. 

 
7. Summary of MEPC 78 Outcomes 

 
List of MEPC Resolutions 
 

1. Res. MEPC.343(78) Amendments to MARPOL Annex I (Watertight Doors) 

2. Res. MEPC.344(78) Amendments to MARPOL Annex II (Abbreviated Legend to the 
Revised GESAMP Hazard Evaluation Procedure) 

3. Res. MEPC.345(78) 
Amendments to the International Code for the Construction 
and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in 
Bulk (IBC Code) (Watertight Doors) 

4. Res. MEPC.346(78) 2022 Guidelines for the development of a Ship Energy 
Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP) 

5. Res. MEPC.347(78) Guidelines for the verification and company audits by the 
Administration of Part III of SEEMP 

6. Res. MEPC.348(78) 2022 Guidelines for Administration verification of ship fuel oil 
consumption data and operational carbon intensity 

7. Res. MEPC.349(78) 2022 Guidelines for the development and management of the 
IMO Ship Fuel Oil Consumption Database 

8. Res. MEPC.350(78) 2022 Guidelines on the Method of Calculation of the Attained 
Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index (EEXI) 

9. Res. MEPC.351(78) 2022 Guidelines on Survey and Certification of the Attained 
EEXI 

10. Res. MEPC.352(78) 2022 Guidelines on Operational Carbon Intensity and the 
Calculation Methods (CII Guidelines, G1) 

11. Res. MEPC.353(78) 
2022 Guidelines on the Reference Lines for use with 
Operational Carbon Intensity Indicators (CII Reference Lines 
Guidelines, G2) 

12. Res. MEPC.354(78) 2022 Guidelines on the Operational Carbon Intensity Rating of 
Ships (CII Rating Guidelines, G4) 

13. Res. MEPC.355(78) 2022 Interim Guidelines on Correction Factors and Voyage 
Adjustments for CII Calculations (CII Guidelines, G5) 

http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/MeetingSummaries/Pages/MEPC-default.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R3QwlCdpY0F7yk-0WZOaYoXPD3J6ftyI/view?usp=sharing


14. Res. MEPC.356(78) 2022 Guidelines for Brief Sampling of Anti-Fouling System on 
Ships 

15. Res. MEPC.357(78): 2022 Guidelines for Inspection of Anti-Fouling System on 
Ships 

16. Res. MEPC.358(78) 2022 Guidelines for Survey and Certification of Anti-Fouling 
System on Ships 

17. MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.6 Unified Interpretations to MARPOL Annex VI 

18. MEPC.1/Circ.899 2022 Guidelines for risk and impact assessments of the 
discharge water from exhaust gas cleaning systems 

19. MEPC.1/Circ.901  Guidance on methods, procedures and verification of in-
service performance measurements 

 
 

 

For information, you may contact 
SCM Office  : 603-55138170, Fax : 603-55138086, Email : infohq@myscm.com.my 

 
Captain M. Prathaban 012 2997278 mprathaban@myscm.com.my 
Mohd Marby 012 6071147 marby@myscm.com.my 
Mohd Nor Sahat 012 2349521 mdnor@myscm.com.my 
Sosanto Yusup 013 3841229 sosanto@myscm.com.my 
   

 
 
 

mailto:mdnor@myscm.com.my
mailto:sosanto@myscm.com.my

